Mylapore Club Bridge Camp (Summer 2009)


Class Handouts - Sessions IX & X
Please checkout the class website at http://chennaibridgecamp.yolasite.com. You can find a lot of information on it, including schedules, bridge links and quizzes.
Answering the following questions will help you review and assimilate the material you learned over the last 2 days. Try to answer the questions yourself first.
What are the major suits?

· Hearts and spades are referred to as the “major suits” (because they precede the other suits in the bidding hierarchy). Diamonds and clubs are referred to as the minor suits. Other groupings of suits are as follows: blacks (clubs and spades), reds (diamonds and hearts), pointed suits (diamonds and spades – because their symbols have pointed edges), rounded suits (clubs and hearts – because their symbols have rounded edges).
What does it mean to open 1 of a major?

· The opening bid (note: opening bid is one that is made before either opponent or partner has made a bid other than pass) of 1 of a major shows a hand that has from 12 to 21 high card points, with at least 5 cards in the bid suit. For example, with S AK984, H QJ2 D A5 C 973, open 1 spade. You have 5 spades and 14 high card points.
Why do opening bids in the major suits show at least 5 cards whereas opening bids in minor suits show only 3?

· The reason for this is that this system facilitates reaching of the easiest game contracts. The game contracts of 3N and 4 of a major are the simplest to make, requiring only 9 and 10 tricks respectively. On the other hand, minor suit game contracts (5C, 5D) require 11 tricks and more high card points. It is  often better to play in 3N than in 5 of a minor. Say partner opens 1 spade, showing 5 spades. It is relatively simple for you to determine the best contract, based on your holding in spades. With 3 or more trumps, you will usually want to play in spades. With fewer spades, you will want to play in No Trump. The favorite contracts will be 4S, 3N and part scores in spades or No Trump. Whereas when someone opens 1 of a minor, the choice of contracts is much wider. Often you’ll want to play in no trump or try and find a 4-4 major suit fit (which is still possible after someone opens 1C or 1D). 
What are the responses to an opening bid of 1H?

· When responding to a 1 Heart opening (after the next player has passed), the responder should judge whether game is possible on the combined hands. To judge the best contract and exchange more information with partner, the following bids are available:
· Pass = shows 5 points or less, but with 5 points and 4 card heart, raise partner’s suit (bid 2H)
· 1S = shows 4+ spades and at least 6 hcp. All new suit bids are forcing for 1 round
· 1N = 6-9 hcp, < 3 hearts

· 2C/2D = 4+ cards in bid suit, 10+ hcp. Forcing for 1 round

· 2H = 3+ hearts, 6-9 hcp
· 2N = 10-12 hcp. < 3 hearts
· 3H = 10-11 hcp, 3+ hearts
· 3N = 12+ hcp, < 3 hearts
· 4H = 12+ hcp, 3+ hearts

What are the responses to an opening bid of 1S?

· Responses to 1S are similar to the 1H responses above (substitute spades for hearts in all the bids above). The only difference is that the 1S bid is no longer available for responder. 
· Pass = shows 5 points or less, but with 5 points and 4 card spade, raise partner’s suit (bid 2S)

· 1N = 6-9 hcp, < 3 spades

· 2C/2D = 4+ cards in bid suit, 10+ hcp. Forcing for 1 round

· 2H = 5+ hearts, 10+ hcp. Forcing for 1 round

· 2S = 3+ spades, 6-9 hcp

· 2N = 10-12 hcp. < 3 spades

· 3S = 10-11 hcp, 3+ spades

· 3N = 12+ hcp, < 3 spades

· 4S = 12+ hcp, 3+ spades

How does the opener bid subsequently?

·  After responder describes his hand, opener will evaluate game possibilities based on the total number of high card points and trumps held by the partnership. If the total is 25+ with 8 trumps, bid game. If it is certain to be less than 25, sign off in a part score. If it is unclear what the total will be, invite game in the major suit, in no trump or describe your hand further by bidding a new suit. For example say you open 1H with S Qxx, H AQxxx, D KQx, C Jx. Let’s see what happens in each scenario
· Partner raises to 2H: You have 14 hcp and partner has a maximum of 9 hcp, which totals 23 hcp. So, you don’t have game. Because you have 8 hearts between the partnership, your best spot is in Hearts rather than No Trump. So simply pass and play in 2H

· Partner bids 1N: Again you have a maximum of 23 hcp, but only 7 or fewer hearts. Your best bet in this case is to play in 1N (because your hand is also balanced. Pass
· Partner bids 2C: In this case, partner’s hand is less defined because you do not know at this stage if he has support for your hearts or not. However you do know that you hold at least 24 points together. So, describe your hand further by bidding 2N (remember that 2C is forcing). If partner passes 2N, that is probably your best spot. Partner can also raise to 3N or bid 3H or 4H showing that he has support for your hearts.

· Partner bids 3H: Here you have at least 24 hcp and 8 trumps. Decide between passing and bidding 4H (this part comes with experience)

· Partner bids 2N: Again you have 24-26 hcp. Decide between pass and raising to 3N

· Partner bids 1S: Here again, very little is known about partner’s hand. The best thing you can do is show that you don’t have a second suit by bidding 1N. Remember that partners 1S cannot be passed. If you had a 4 card diamond suit (say), you could show that by bidding 2D over partner’s 1S. If you have support for partner’s spades, you raise to 2S

· Partner bids 3N: You are in a good spot. Pass!

· Partner bids 4H: You are in a good spot. Pass!

I’m not getting the hang of this bidding stuff – please help me!
· Join the club (. Bidding is part science, part art. No one in the world can claim to have mastered bidding. The reason is that unlike the play of the hand, very little is known about the other 3 hands during bidding. What we are attempting to do is make an estimate of partner’s hand and our hand and guess what the optimum contract will be. Your bidding will get better with practice and with experience. Learning bidding is learning a new language. At the beginning, you struggle to learn the alphabet. After a while, you are comfortable with the alphabet and begin to move on to grammar and sentence construction. Slowly, without even realizing it, you become familiar with the language and even comfortable with it. It just takes time, hard work and patience. We promise that you will similarly not only understand bidding but get comfortable with it and perhaps even become experts – just keep playing and practicing and working at the game. Good luck!

